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THE SALTIRE SOCIETY

SCOTTISH BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD

New Sponsorship Opportunities

In 2009, the Scottish Government sponsored this prestigious literary award as part of the Year of Homecoming celebrating Scottish culture and history.  The Saltire Society is now looking for a new sponsor for 2010.  

The Saltire Society has been in existence for over 70 years.   It follows the aims of its founding members by promoting Scottish culture.  One of its objectives is to 

· Enhance the quality of Scotland’s contribution to all the arts and sciences by encouraging creativity, inventiveness, and the achievement of the highest standards of excellence in these fields.

The Scottish Book of the Year Award has been in existence since 1982.   The award is presented to authors of Scottish descent or authors living in Scotland.   The award may also be given for any book that deals with the work or life of a Scot – or with a Scottish question, event or situation.   It may be for poetry, a novel, a play or other work of imaginative literature, biography, literary criticism or a study of any Scottish issue.  The award, like all the other awards presented by the Saltire Society, is held in high regard.

What the Society is able to offer the Sponsor:  

· Acknowledgement on all publicity material being issued to advertise the award:  the distribution of rules, requests to publishers for copies of nominated books and press releases and the ceremony invitation.   

· Display of company logo on publicity material, invitations and as part of a PowerPoint presentation at the ceremony.

· Platform profile: involving a short presentation speech and presentation of cheque to the recipient of the award by a representative of the sponsoring body. 

· Opportunities to mingle and speak with winning authors, public relations personnel, professors and journalists.

· Acknowledgement in the Society’s Annual Syllabus to members.   The syllabus is also used for informing the general public about the work of the Society.

· Acknowledgement in the Society’s Report and Accounts.  A copy of which may be obtained from the Society on request.

· Acknowledgement would also appear on the Society’s website which could be linked to the Sponsor’s own site if desired.

· Mention in any press release issued by the Society.

· If desired a place on the on the Adjudicating Panel and copies of books received for assessment.

Breadth of Distribution coverage:  

The call for entries to the award is sent to over 200 publishers throughout the UK and abroad.

Approximately 600 invitations are issued to invite guests to attend the award ceremony.

Past Winners:  include Alasdair Gray; Derick Thomson; Edwin Morgan; David Daiches; Norman MacCaig; Muriel Spark; Neal Ascherson; Allan Massie; Sorley MacLean; Duncan Macmillan;  George Mackay Brown; Alison Kennedy; William McIlvanney; Bernard MacLaverty; Alan Warner;  George Bruce; Ronald Frame; Liz Lochhead;  Janice Galloway; James Robertson; Andrew Greig;  Kate Atkinson, John Burnside and Robert Crawford.

Adjudicating Panel Biographies:

Ian Campbell is Professor of Scottish & Victorian Literature, University of Edinburgh.

Douglas Gifford Emeritus Professor, Scottish Literature, University of Glasgow and Honorary Librarian of Walter Scott’s Library at Abbotsford.

Ann Matheson formerly Keeper of Printed Books in the National Library of Scotland and Doctorate Honoris Causa, University of Edinburgh.

Joyce McMillan is chief theatre critic of The Scotsman.   Visiting Professor in the School of Drama and Creative Industries at Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh.

David Robb Senior Lecturer, Scottish Literature from the 18C to the present, University of Dundee

Marion Sinclair, Chief Executive, Publishing Scotland.

The Award Ceremony:  the 2009 award ceremony was held on 30th November in the presence of Michael Russell, Minister for Culture, at the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh.   The ceremony was a great success with over 150 guests attending.   

Costs involved:   

The amount of sponsorship being sought is £12,250 (detailed projected budget of expenditure enclosed).

If interested, the Society would be happy to negotiate. 

Further information may be obtained from Sarah Mason, The Saltire Society, 9 Fountain Close, 22 High Street, Edinburgh, EH1 1TF

Tel:  0131 556 1836   Email:  sarah@saltiresociety.org.uk
The Saltire Society is an independent cultural body and a registered charity.   It was founded in 1936 to foster and enrich Scotland’s culture and today its objective is fundamentally the same.   Through its award programmes it promotes excellence in the arts and sciences.   Through its committee structure, it makes the Society’s views know on matters affecting Scotland and those living in Scotland.   Through its seven branches located throughout Scotland it pays attention to matters of local issue and from time to time has topics that may be of national concern    referred to its Council.

Mission: to promote and increase awareness of all aspects of Scottish culture.

Vision: to be recognised for encouraging excellence in the promotion of Scottish culture.

The Society is a membership organisation open to all who support the aims of the Society.  The ordinary annual membership subscription is £30 and corporate membership is £500.   Other rates are available.
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